UP-AND-DOWN ROUND PASSES VEGHTE (79)

Rankin’s Scramblin’ Earns Win

By ALAN LASSILA

Powerful Bob Rankin put together a string of birdie
early in the final round and then salvaged a Qma& par MM
.5. 72nd hole of the tournament with two brilliant shots to
eharge past staggering Jack Veghte and youthful John Darr
a pair of former champions, for his first Florida State >Em”
teur Golf Championship Sunday at Longboat Key Golf Club.

” Rankin, who won the Ohio State Amateur title in 1955
' and was third in last year’s Florida event, birdied six holes
/ to offset two bogies and a pair of near-disastrous double

bogeys as he wiped out Veghte’s four-stroke lead.

m,rm 40-year-old Ohio State graduate carded an even
par 72 for a 288 total, two shots better than Darr and three
ahead of Veghte.

Roger Kennedy of Pompano Beach fired a final round
75 to take fourth place with a total of 294. Dick Stephens of
St. Pefersburg took fifth at 295 and Plantation’s Dennis
EmP. the leader for the first two days, and Mickey Van
Gerbig of Palm Beach deadlocked at 296.

Veghte's totally unexpected collapse — he wound up the

‘he mmamﬁ-aagso Monday, June 16, 1969—1

—Herald-Tribune Photo by Miks Davis

John Darr Cut This One Close
. . » at water’s edge on 11th hole

Herald-Tribune Photo by Jim Townsend

1963 State Am Champ
Ed, Jr., 12, hands him a putier

Ed Kirkland,
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‘ SIXTH FLIGHT
| _ 8id Dosh, Ocala, 84-80-77-78 :
_bmmﬁr Maitland, ma,m».ﬂ.qulwmol.'u&?v%m“
son, Jacksonville, 82-84-79-78—323; B. Mo-
m.::ﬁ.m. Leesburg, 82-84-79-82—393: B
HEmEoE» St. Petershurg, 75-86-82-82—328;
UoE Scott, Sarasota, 77-86-81-88—332; J.
Dunham, Sarasota, 31-83.79-79-333; Abe
Indele, nﬁ_ﬁmsm.ﬁw. 78-87-82-86—333; G
i r, T Park, 83-83-84-86—336;
%Wmnu Hines, Tampa, 82-84-80-no card; %wwm
now, Tampa, 82-81-86-withdrew.
iy nam%u<~wﬂﬁ= FLIGHT
Gt S, Ormond Beach, 86-81-82-
mm ummwuw. Joe Hughes, Winter Haven, am.mwm.
.w._w. 337; K. Parker, Ocala, 84-83-87-87—
T:WI wmqw_wnnwxo:un. St. ePtersburg, 84-84-84-
e J. Gunti, Jacksonville, 86-89-
e John Geigley, Venice, 85-83-85-
et D. Bowman, Sarasota, 90-83-90-83
s o Jim Keith, Sarasota, 80-90-88-97—
[i270e. G Schwenck, Largo, 85-89-93-86--353;
_.wwm«g Hope, St. Petersburg, 83-39-89-90—
g3t A. Edwards, Lakeland, 93-80-98-90—
et ﬂu Tobin, Orlando, 83-88-101-93—366;
;mms.:m ine. Tampa, 82-87-90-withdrew; W.
,r ith, Clearwater, 92-82-89-withdrew; I.
i . Colvin, Orlando, 85-90-95-withdrew.
" EIGHTH FLIGHT ;
i Hendley, Sarasota, 91-89-87-84--351;
D. Brady, Sarasoia, 88.92-94-88—362; W.
Kammerer, ‘Sarasoia, 91-89.87-84_362; P
McElhaney, Sarasota, B9-90-91.97367; R
Arnold, Vero Beach,' 83-93-97-00—368; M.
rytzer, Tampa, 91-98-99-no card, i il

|

day with a 79 — set the stage for his Clearwater neighbor
to breeze into a three-shot bulge after the 15th hole.

Rankin saw his drive bounce out of bounds on the par-
three 17th hole and suffered his second double bogey of the
round, dropping him back to even par for the day.

Then, trying to reach the par-five 18th hole in two,
he hit a four-wood that flew directly toward the green —
but not far enough. The shot dropped into the lake protect-
ing Longhoat’s challenging finishing hole and with it, thought

Rankin, went his title hopes.
o i S

SCORES

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT

Bob Rankin .. 71-73-72-72—288
Clearwater

John Darr ..e.ceeesessss. 71-73-75-71—290
Gainesville

Jack Veghte .ee..seesescoe T3-69-70-79—291
Clearwater

Roger Kennedy .o T1-74-74-75—294
Pompano Beach

Dick Stephens .....e..... 72-73-76-74—295
St. Petershurg

Dennis 1den ae..e.coveons. 66-73-84-73—296
Plantation

Mickey Van Gerbig ..es.. 72-72-78-74—296
Palm Beach .
Robby Wils0n ......es.ss.0 70-73-81-74—298
Fort Myers
Richard Leckey
St. Petersburg
Al Johns ........
Punta Gorda
Dick MCNeil ...cocon0sncee T5-74-78-74—301
Miami

Jack ROUNITES ...eceeesons 73-76-75-78—302
Lake City

Jack SMith «e.coveenssens. T1-73-80-78--302

Clearwater
Howard EVeritt ..ecsesss.. 77-71-74-81—303

Delray Beach
Hal HutchinSon ..ssee...s 75:71-78-78—304

\iteesenes 74-73-76-75—298
\ereserese T1-75-73-81—300

Plantation

Bill WodtKe -«.o0sconncons. 74-72-82-78--308
Vern Beach

Carter Parry ...seseseeses 73-75-81-77-—308
Sarasota

Paul TarNOw ...eseceeesss. T1-78-77-80—306
Tampa

Bob LUOWIE ......es0..200 73-75-78-81—308
Miami

Archie MeeKing ..es..e0s. 69-76-86-78—302
Bradenton

Jack Russell sv..coonsnnse. 73-74-81-83—311
Clearwater

Bud Alexander ........e.. 72-73-77-90—312
St, Petersburg

Roy FOrd sv....oeeevennce. 71-77-80-84-312
Tampa

Jack SUIVER ..cossnsces.o 72-77-83-82—314
W. Palm Beach

Bob Julian ........ececes.. 72-77-81-84—314

Tampa §

Elmer mmmEose. sieeeeess T4-75-83-82—314
Sarasota

Jack Shubert ...es....es.s 71-73-84-no card
Fern Park

Charles Edwards ..ees.... 72-74-80-no card

Plant City
Phil Leckey ..-et....eee.. 75-73-77-n0 card

St. Petersburg

Charles Altman .......... 73-75-79-no card
Sarasota
Luther ESSEX ........e.... 75-74-77-no card

FIRST FLIGHT

Ted Lindsay, Fort Lauderdale, 76-77-75-
70—298: Frank Arasin, Maitland, 76-74-74-
75—299; M. Brelsford, Mt. Dora, 72-78-81~
73—304; Jim Keedy, Tallahassee, 77-73-79-
76—305; Bob Beeler, Sarasota, 74-77-74-81
—306; Karl Humer, Bushnell, 77-76-79-75—
307; C. Sarro, Tampa, 71-81-76-80—308; S.
Morgan, 77-76-79-76—308; Brad Baidwin,
St. Petersburg, 73-78-79-81—311; H. O.
Davis, Clearwater, 78-74-80-79—311; A.
Jones, Orlando, 76-75-81-80—312; G. Cal-
Jaway, W. Palm Beach, 77-75-79-81—312;
H. Barber, Clearwater, 77-74-86-78—315;
Kip Minter, Orlanda, 77-75-81-82~315; Har-
ry Root, Tampa, 72-80-80-83—315.

SECOND FLIGHT

Robert Moss, Plant City, 77-79-74-77—
307; Peie Resh, Sarasota, 75-78-75-85--313;
Ployford Boyle, Sarasola, 80-74-79-80--3133
. Shuman, Tampa, 77-78-77-82—314; Cur-

tis Timm, Sarasota, 73-82-81-79—315; D.
Rinaldi, Jensen Beach, 77-79-84-79—319; L.
Rinker, Stuart, 72-83-82-84—321; M, Shot-
ner, Indialantic, 78-76-88-82--324; Andy
Moore, Sarasota, 79-76-85-84-—324; Tom
Kling, Sarasota, 74-80-86-86—326: John
Scales, Weirsdale, 80-75-88-86-——326; Gus
Dunn, Sarasota, 75-78-86-88—327; Gene

Martin _,Deerfield Beach, 74-81-91-with-
drew; Don Tarnow, Tampa, 76-78-88-with-
drew: B. Kirkland, Lakeland, 73-81-80-

withdrew.
THIRD FLIGHT
N. Harris, Key West, 78-78-76-78—310;
John Chazel, Ocala, 76-81-78-76—311; K.
‘Whittemore, Temple Terrace, 76-81-79-76—
312; P. Chanfran, Daytona Beach, 77-79-
79-78—313; D. Lester, Eau Gallie, 78-79-75~
81—313; D. Comnell, Maitland, 79-78-78-79—
414; Tom Altman, Belle Glade, 77-81-80-79
—317; J. Douglas, Port Charlotte, 79-79-
76-84—318; P. Russell, Lake Park, 74-82-
84-80—320; J. N. Haynie, Altamonta
Springs, 78-78-84-81—324; W. R. Watts, St.
Petershurg, 72-85-83-83—323; H. Smith,
Tampa, 80-77-84-834—241; J. Spencer, San-
ford, 76-80-78-no card; R. Emrick, Cole-
man, 81-76-87-no card; D. Mast, St. Pe-
tersburg, 80-77-85-withdrew.
FOURTH FLIGHT
Mike Killian, St, Petersburg, 80-79-69-71
—299; B. Baugh, Cocoa, 75-83-77-76—311;
N. Fernandez, Tampa, 80-79-76-76—311;
Phil Young, Sarasota, 77-82-81-76—316;
Key Scales, Weirsdale, 79-79-80-81—319; A.
Sanders, Sebring, 79-80-81-82—322; J. Wil-
liams, Ocala, 74-84-77-91—326; Ben Brown,
Sarasota, 80-79-83-86—328; W. Schmidt,
Sarasota, 78-81-81-91—331; Jack Dedoux,
Jinter Park, 80-79-87-86—332; Larry Pratt,
Sarasota, 79-79-91-91—340; Rick Pelaez,
Coral Gables, 79-80-76-withdrew; Fred
Kelly, Miami, 80-79-79-withdrew.
FIFTH FLIGHT
. Daniels, Sr., Winter Haven, 80-81-80-
75—316; W. Gannaway, Clearwaler, 79-82-
74-82—317; B. Remsburg, Fort Lauderdale,
21-80-80-79—320; B. Jones, Sarasota, 81-81-
78-80—320; G. Kimbrell, Clearwater, 86~
75-78-82—321; L. Alleman, Sebring, 81-79-
78-84—322; Leon Sikes, Lakeland, 77-83-80-
84—324; A, Olson, Clearwater, 85-77-81-82-—
325; Billy Watts, Fort Lauderdale, 80-82-
34-81—327; G. Scales, Weirsdale, 82-78-89-
79--398; Charlie Walker, Sarasota, 76-86-
80-87—329; Jim Kayser, Plantation, 81-81-
84-84—330; W. J. Kennedy, Port, Charlotte,
81-82-85-84—332; Dick Hope, St. Peters-
burg, 82-80-90-85—337; J. Kennedy, Tam-
pa, 78-82-87-withdrew; D. Wallace, Bra-

denton, 79-81-88—withdrew.

“When I hit that wood shot
into the water on the 18th,
I thought I had lost it for
sure,” he said later after ac-
cepting his tournament silver.
“I thought I was about even
with Jack at that point.”

Though Rankin was un-
aware of it at the time, Veghte
had lost another shot to par
and was still one behind. But,
thinking the whole tournament
rested upon his next two shots,
Rankin lofted a nine-iron to
within 12 feet of the pin and
rolled in the putt for a fan-
tastic par five.

Veghte still had a chance to
catch his close friend with a
pair of birdies on the final
two holes. But the defending
champion couldn’t come uf
with the necessary shots
hogeying the par-three 17t}
after pushing his tee shot infx
the sand trap and accepting
a par on the final hole.

Darr, who recently gradu
ated from the University o
Florida, had played a steady
if unspectacular, round an¢
earned sole possession of sec
ond place with what he term
ed a “lucky, freak shot.” Dar.
chipped in from the right sid:
of the green for a birdie four
The wedge shot was stroke
“much too hard” but the bal
caught the pin and ploppe
into the hole.

Veghte saw his seemingl
commanding lead evaporat
almost as quickly as Denni
Iden’s had the day before. H
made the turn in three-ove
39 after bogeying the firs
fifth, eighth, and ninth agains
a single bird on the sevent
hole. Any chance of recover
ended for him when he boge;
ed four of six holes on th
back nine.

Admitting that the tensic
of leading the tournament ¢
the last day bothered hin
Veghte said, “I missed ever
important putt I had ar
that’s the name of the game

While Longhoat’s ove
abundance of water hazari
caused many of the playe
to alter their club selectio
Rankin stuck with his trus
driver and was long off t
tees, which were moved f
back for the final two roun
of the tournament.

“Tee shots are the key
playing on this course,”
said. “I hit my driver bett
off the tee than either 1
three or four-wood. After a
you can hit a four-wood st
into the water just as ea
as one with a driver.”

Rankin, who was just ah
the only player in the tourn
to avoid a bad round, s
he was “just lucky to win.
sure is a suspenseful g
course.”

For the state’s amateu
the suspense is over and '
man who conquered it has '
trophy to prove it.



SARASOTA -- Clearwater's tough Bob Rankin fought off veteran
players, fantastic first round scores, limber-backed high school and
college long-knockers, floods and high winds to walk away a winner in
this year's State Amateur Championship. Rankin's steady 71—73—72-72)
even par 288, took the title over a strong field at the long and narrow
Longboat Key Country Club.

Rankin began the final round four shots behind defending
champion Jack Veghte who had carved a magnificent three-day, four-under-

par total of 212. Shades of Custer's last stand and The Suver Bowl

>
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it appeared as if everyone but Veghte would be playing for second place.
Dennis Iden had come and gone with 66-73 and then ballooning to 84 on
Saturday. John Darr was playing well but certainly not with the style

that earned him the title and the tournament record of 278 at PGaA

National in 1967. He and Roger Kennedy were deadlocked at 219, unable
to "get 1t going." Also at 219 after three rounds was long time

Florida amateur standout Al Johns of Punta Gorda. Johns has just
recently returned to tournament play after nrolonged back trouble and
stated that he was very happy to be playing this well and was "just
trying to get his gamé back in shape.”™ Sunday looked like a walk in
the sun for Veghte.

Veghte began his final round with a bogey at the dog-leg, par
four, first hole. He picked up another bogey at the long, watery
fifth and then got a stroke back with a birdie at seven, a par five.
Then, ‘out of character for the Clearwater straight shooter, he pulled
his tee shot into the left trap at the par three eighth and took a

bogey and hit a poor tee shot hehind a clump of palms at nine to make



o

bogey five.
timers around Longboat figured the ‘'wheels had
gan

=

back 'nine.

Bith a three over par 39 90 the Eront side, the old-

come off!" Veghte's

me and it would be hard to make a comeback.on the more difficult

Rankin, meanwhile, playing in the foursome just ahead of Veghte,

had managed an even par 36 on the front and narrowed the gap between

thestwos to oneshot:
two bogies and a double bogey.

Veghte began the back nine 4-4-5; Rankin
first three long par fours and they were even.

deparifive 13thishole ‘and went Jouti dn front.

<
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Rankin's first nine holes included four birdies,

started 4-4-4 on the

le birdied the 490

%
i

Another birdie at 15

and 2 double bogey at 17 when his drive went out of bounds left Rankin

~

2.

at 18 tee three strokes ahead of Veghte and a hard-charging John Darr

&

I
o
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ieving he was even with Veghte, Rankin went

par five 18th with a four wood second shot and
Heswtookahispenaltyishot and hitia nine fdron

o

ppEgach thielvesfeet from thescup. e Knotkéd
buid'deris for thevictory,

Finishing on 18 behind Rankin, John Darr

for the jsland-green,
fell short imto the moat.

in thati "chavacter

chipped in from the

right side of the green for a birdie four and edged Veghte for second

pliace i vwitheia, 2905t ot 8’

strokes ahead of Roger Kennedy who finished with 75

Veghtie Usl *Hina1 79 ;put. him . third .three

Bob Rankin, who won the Ohio State Amateur in 1955 and finished

third in the Florida Amatcur at Panama City two shots behind Veghte

last year, accepted the silver punchbowl set and the historic Camp

Bowl for his victory in this 52nd renewal of Florida's oldest continuous

SDOBLS wevents

"one 'bad round''"andi'stated -he was {'just flucky to win.

suspenseful golf ‘colrrseh!

He was the only contender in the tourney to avoid the

Ftvsure wis.ia



Longboat Key, Sarasota . . . Well, the smoke has cleared. The shooting
has stopped. *~ Even the rain has ‘stopped: -The Florida State Golf
Association's Amateur Championship is over. The natives around these
parts are still reasonably proud of the fact that nobody broke par .

on their course for four rounds. The state's best amateur golfers are
convinced they can't do it. They are also convinced about a couple

of other. thangs::

19 Itisrainis wncFliopidasin mmad= Jitime .

2) LonigboatKey i Golf Glub has: by ‘actual:count, s47 water
hazards and six and a half million palm trees. Host pro
John. Kindred claimsi therve’ istsat (least tone igodf ball:din
cachiitree. wwilleresis (ol soiione Jaldligateriin eachihazard:
not to mention a few thousand balls.

3) Of the 158 players who began the tournament, 118 of then
returned. a7 2shole total 0 fficidalsh el Pevesthaterd ‘Lot 'R
the contestants may still be on the course. Another widely
held theory is that they were washed away in the great
flood during what will become known as Wet Friday. One of
the players, Steve Morpaniof Orlande, was, in faet blown
into: thepond, clubs iand all “as he made 'arun Ffor the
Ltarpklls ont that fateful "day;

4) Of the contestants interviewed, 99% of them were more

familiar with the name Bob Rankin than with Orville Moody.



An official report on the weather was obtained from Senator
Jim Williams of Ocala, an early Fourth Flight favorite until Mike
Killian 'shot out thewlighEsithe ‘Tast two . daysiwith 69=71."" Williams
said on Wet Friday that he had checked .with the State Capital and with
his office in Ocala and had gotten the long range forecast. Said

Wi liamss, "It ds rainingreverywhere in.the World."

ESGAer:lLaine ‘RinkKeT ‘ofiStuartas don his 'way :.to .a four day totadl

ot 3271 astood “onthe:bank iofiione of theihazards looking. for an errant
tee shot. The slippery bank gave way and Laine went into the water
up sth: B is packag@ of tees. A felloWw competitdr] taking advantage

of the situation, asked Rinker to stroll down the hazard a few feect

and. dovok Tor His ball, HSddce wob're already wet.' Rinker ‘obligcingly
climbef out of the water and squished down the bank. Turning to look
for ‘thefel lowliszbalil hiewaeding shipned and: wentzin. “Said Laine,

- should: haves realized: ‘thate fromithe ‘lastitime; Lt siasliicksand T m

gioginiawithe the wraing i

Jack Graves, Longboat's Golf Course Superintendent who did such
a great job of keeping the championship course in excellent condition,
has his tournament tale too. Graves and his crew had to define all
the water hazards according to FSGA specifications before the

tournamemt,began. « Helireports: thiat it took 450kred 'stakes.



As a general rule, golfers are a happy lot and this group
was no exception. The winners and runners-up and even some of the
"Np-Cards' gathered on the porch of the sprawling Longboat Key
Clubhouse to congratulate Bob Rankin on his fine even par total
and the impressive victory as he receiyed the coveted Clarence Camp

Championship Bowl. Club Manager Jerry Tinkle broke out the chamnagne
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1d all present began looki or new ways to toast the victory and

the

v
1

uccessful compnletion of the tournament at what, for a little
while, was Casual Water Country Club. As the second or third bottle
of bubbly popped its cork, FSGA Executive Director Bill Carey,
commenting on host Tinkle's generosity with the Welk-Ade, said,
“Jerry, we might not play the tournament here next year, but we sure

will come back here to award the vprizes."”



send

od ‘Tippy-Toe’ Belier
. . » tees off on No. 5 at Longhoat




